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COMMENTS
Got something to say about Airman? Write us at  
airman@dma.mil, or visit www.AIRMANonline.af.mil, 
to share views with fellow readers.

AircrAft recognition

I enjoy your magazine and its high-quality 
format. The photos are excellent quality and 
the content is interesting, cover to cover.

I was dismayed, however, to find mistakes in 
the material that should have been caught. The 
photo on Page 24 [September-October 2008] 
is clearly not a C-130 and I think the reference 
on Page 30 should say the “Canadian CF-18 
Hornets,” not “CF-188.” The latter could be a 
simple typo, but the C-130 should be recogniz-
able to every Air Force member.

As the flagship magazine of our service, I 
am starting to doubt every other fact in “Air-
man” that I do not personally know is true. I 
get a lot of my information from your magazine 
about other career fields, theaters and missions; 
but, now I can’t tell which of it I can count on 
being correct.

I’m sure I join plenty of other people who 
would gladly “fact check” your copy before 
its release.

Lt. Col. John Bradley
N.Y. Air National Guard

In regard to what Capt. Terrell Eikner stated in 
the [July-August 2008] issue of Airman maga-
zine, the captain wrote he believed the cover 
photo of the A-10 was an “... awful cover photo 
of a very dirty A-10 [and] is disrespectful to 
Spangdahlem maintainers and A-10 maintainers 
everywhere.” I have to disagree. I have been a 
maintainer of the A-10 at a home base where we 
— maintainers and pilots — are being trained 
for war. I have also been deployed where the 
A-10 receives brutal and unending use in the 
war to fight terrorism. At a deployment site, a 
dirty A-10 is viewed as a “high flyer” in air/
ground support for the Army in the wars we are 
carrying out. They are there to serve a purpose 
of war, not to be pretty. Only when A-10s are 
at museums, in air shows or at home station 
are they expected to be clean. 

I believe the cover photo of the A-10 Thun-
derbolt II “Warthog” was a respectful and 
realistic tribute to all the hard work mainte-
nance personnel expend to make the aircraft 
fully mission capable.

Staff Sgt. Rodney Transfiguracion
Sheppard AFB, Texas

I read Airman magazine and have loved it 
since day one. I recently retired as a chief 
master sergeant after more than 30 years and 
felt I must reply to the editorial by Capt. Terrel 
Eikner from Whiteman AFB, [Mo.] regarding 
his request for your magazine to apologize to 
the A-10 community for placing a “dirty” A-10 
on the cover of [the July-August 2008] Airman 
magazine for the Fear the ‘Hog’ article.

I had the honor of being the chief of the 
81st Aircraft Maintenance Unit — owners of 
that dirty Hog — prior to their deployment to 
Bagram AB, Afghanistan during that time. I 
have never met a finer group of maintainers 
or anyone more proud of the Hog than those 

professionals. I have many years of “crewing 
the Hog” and was an A-10 dedicated crew chief 
for more than six years. I agree with the captain 
that the 81st AMU did a superior job of meeting 
the mission and “getting-R-done.” 

But, I am wondering how much time the 
captain has around a Hog and his knowledge 
of what the desert life and gun smoke from the 
seven barrels of “whoop butt” does to a “clean” 
aircraft. I know firsthand it’s very difficult, if not 
impossible, to keep the “beast” clean. Yes, the 
81st AMU could have done a static display for 
the photo and wasted several man hours making 
the Hog shine — wrong answer! I believe taking 
the photo of an aircraft that possibly was being 
prepared for another mission was spot-on. Please 
do not issue an apology. Keep the awesome 
articles flowing so I can continue enjoying being 
aware of what our Air Force is doing. 

Chief Master Sgt. Mark Greatorex
Retired

I’m a recruiter in Georgetown, Texas, and I 
loved the article on the A-10 that was published 
in the [July-August 2008] Airman magazine. 
I thought it was spot-on as far as the team ef-
fort that goes into keeping our aircraft flying 
during the war. Anybody who has deployed 
understands that the aircraft take a beating in 
the harsh desert weather conditions and fully 
respects the 100-percent effort given day in 
and day out by the personnel who put these 
aircraft in the air! I was taken aback by the 
response written by Captain Eikner asking 
for an apology over the picture of the aircraft 
being “dirty.” 

I use these magazines every day in my job. 
Some applicants, who may not be looking for 
a career in this area, have really had their 
eyes opened and want to be a part of some-
thing like this. They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words and I truly think this picture 
on the cover shows a lot of blood, sweat and 
tears. I say, “great job” on the article and keep 
them coming! 

Tech. Sgt. Damien Larche                                                       
Air Force recruiter, Georgetown, Texas

In respectful response to Capt. Terrell Eikner 
regarding his dissatisfaction with your Fear the 
‘Hog’ cover, I’d like to make this observation: 
As a former A-10 maintainer with experience in 
taking the Hog into combat, that dirt is generally 

feAr the hog viewed as a sign your jets are flying well and 
that maintainers are doing a good job of keep-
ing them flying. It’s no secret that the A-10 is, 
by nature, a dirty jet with the 30mm cannon 
hanging out the front. Much of that dirt is gun 
gas residue and proof that it’s fighting. 

If a jet is flying well and in the fight, then 
it’s going to be dirty and stay dirty until it’s 
scheduled for a wash. I, for one, would be, 
and have been, proud the jet is going out and 
being used to get the job done, regardless of 
its appearance. Besides, I’m sure those who 
count on the Hog for close air support sure 
don’t care that it’s dirty.

Tech. Sgt. R.J. Horacek
F-15 (former A-10) flightline avionics technician 

104th Fighter Wing
Massachusetts Air National Guard 
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No doubt you’ve already been informed of this, 
but the aircraft flying overhead in the picture 
on Page 24 of Airman magazine [September-
October 2008] is not a Lockheed C-130 Hercules. 
It, however, does bear a striking resemblance 
to a Transall C-160. Can anyone there confirm 
that ID?

Respectfully,
Lt. Col. Elliott Stoffregen III

Maxwell AFB, Ala.

Editors’ note: American Airmen know their 
aircraft! We received more e-mails identify-
ing the aircraft in the photo on Page 24 of 
the September-October 2008 issue than we 
could publish. The aircraft is, in fact, a Transall 
C-160. The two-engine military transport air-
craft is used primarily by Canada, France, 
Germany, South Africa and Turkey. At 32.4 
meters, the C-160 is 3.1 meters longer than 
the C-130 Hercules and 2.29 meters shorter 
than the “stretched” version. More notably 
in the photo, the aircraft has a flatter tail fin. 
Additionally, there was a question about the 
identification of the CF-188 on Page 30 in the 
same issue. The CF-188 is the official designa-
tion for the Canadian fighter aircraft. However, 
the converted American F-18 Hornet is more 
commonly referred to as a CF-18 Hornet. Air-
man staff always strive for accuracy and re-
main committed to identifying personnel and 
equipment accurately.
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I think it’s very important for everyone to recog-
nize the diversity of our Air Force. I am proud 
to be an American and I will never forget that. 
I am also proud to be Colombian. I was the 
first of three brothers to be born in the United 
States. When I looked at the last page of the 
September-October 2008 Airman magazine I 
was proud to see the ad about Hispanic Heritage 
Month in our magazine. 

I was a little sad to see that they misspelled 
Colombia in the ad, but I was even more impressed 
to see you had included the United States. Many 
people don’t realize that we are a diverse nation 
of many cultures and backgrounds. Thanks for 
all the great articles and continuing to recognize 
the great Airmen of the U.S. Air Force.

Airman 1st Class Jeffrey Echeverry
Tinker AFB, Okla.

Editors’ note: The Airman staff strives for ac-
curacy in all areas of the magazine and regrets 
this error. 
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